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417-667-3501 
 2/12/2008    Hello and Welcome! 
My name is Daniel Kimmell and I want to share with 

you a little information about the pecan harvest.   
 

Normally by this time of the season we are 
finishing up with the harvest, doing the final 
inspection of the pecan picking equipment, and 
are most likely up to our ears in nuts.  The pecan 
harvest season begins early in October.  All of 
the pickers and shakers are oiled and greased, 
the tractors are fueled and started and away we 
go.  Each tree must be shook before the pecans 
can be picked so we begin with the shaker.  The 
shaker is like a big hand that grabs the tree and 
shakes it.  All of the nuts that are in the tree fall 
along with leaves, dead branches, and even a 
squirrel or two.  Once the trees are shook and all 
of the limbs are removed we start picking.  A 
picker is pulled behind a tractor, driving in a 
spiral motion from the outside of the farthest 
branch to the trunk.  The picker picks up 
everything in its path; nuts, sticks, leaves and so-
forth.  There is a big fan that blows the leaves 
and the light/bad pecans out of the back and a 
roller chain that rolls most of the sticks out.  All 
of the nuts that the picker picks up are augured 
into a big tank that is mounted on the front or 
side of the picker.  Once the tank is full the nuts 

are dumped into a trailer and then taken to the 
cleaning plant.  This is where the good pecans 
are separated from the bad ones.   

Normally a pecan tree starts showing 
its buds in mid April.  The trees are growing 
and stretching their limbs towards the warmth 
of the sun while planting their roots deeper into 
the ground to obtain needed nutrients and 
water.  This year an unusual frost plastered 
itself across the Vernon County area and 
completely wiped out the entire crop of new 
pecans.  It was a pretty tough time for the old 
mama trees.  Next, a wave of walnut 
caterpillars struck the trees like a plague and 
stripped them of their leaves.  Those old trees are tough.  They started trying to produce again.  
Small green leaves, a bud or two, and then the freeze in October took it away.  We have yet to see 
what this year is going bring.  The trees need plenty of moisture and sunlight, and a good lengthy 
growing season.  All we can do is cross our fingers and hope there isn’t an early frost again.      

 
 

 

 


